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Commercial harvest is forbidden in most countries. 
However, in Greenland and Iceland it is legal to 
supplement other sources of income by some 
domestic or local sale of seabird harvest. Illegal trade 
and sale of seabirds appears to be a problem in 
Canada and perhaps also in other countries. Export 
of seabirds or their products are generally forbidden 
within the arctic nations. The most notable exception 
is the export of eider down from the “eider-farming” 
industry, mainly in Iceland. 

National recommendations

This section includes a summary of the national 
recommendations published in the 2001 harvest report, 
the recommendations that were addressed between 
then and now, and the new national recommendations 
presented in this report (Table 1). The details about 
the nature of these recommendations and how they 
were addressed are outlined under each country 
chapter in this report. The reader should be aware 
that the recommendations in the 2001 report were 
drafted in 1999 or 2000 (not 2001), and the new 
recommendations in 2007 or 2008. 

The number of actions recommended by each 
country in the 2001 report varied quite a bit, but is 
hardly comparable since also the content of individual 
actions varied a lot. In Table 1 individual national 
recommendations are grouped into broader themes 
and action items. Some countries recommended 
multiple actions over the same theme. In Table 1 such 

actions are recorded only once. On the other hand, 
recommended actions addressing multiple action 
items are recorded under each of them. 

Acknowledging the long-tradition of seabird harvest in 
the arctic and the importance of subsistence harvest 
in some regions, the CBird group under CAFF has put 
much effort into producing circumpolar conservation 
strategies and action plans for targeted species 
and in this process dealt with a number of inherited 
harvest issues. This is well reflected in the summary 
table. As many as 80% (countries combined) of the 
actions recommended in the 2001 harvest report were 
addressed in the period between 1999 and 2007. 

Especially three action items were recommended 
repeatedly by the circumpolar nations. Under the 
theme “research and monitoring” it was highly 
recommended to monitor seabird colonies at 
various levels and concerning “harvest information 
and management” it was emphasized to develop 
or improve national harvest survey methods, to 
validate the data from these surveys, and to evaluate 
population effects (including sustainability) of known 
harvest levels (Table 1). Despite the fact that these 
issues received much attention in the period between 
this harvest report and the previous one, these three 
action items are rated even higher for the coming 
period (Table 1, 2008 recommendations). This 
reflects that monitoring programs ideally represent 
ongoing work and that the implementation of suitable 
harvest surveys and the validation of such are highly 
time-consuming processes. Often the accuracy of 
harvest estimates require species-specific validation 
steps, since one survey method rarely generates 
comparable estimates for all species involved. 
Nevertheless, both harvest statistics and population 
estimates are needed to ensure that harvest does not 
exceed sustainable levels. It is clear from the country 
reports that the intensity by which harvest levels are 
surveyed and the methods used differs from country 
to country, and there may be unexplored possibilities 
to harmonize or adapt feasible surveys between 
countries.

In the 2001 harvest report several countries 
recommended to reduce harvest levels for certain 
species and regions (Table 1). In Finland and 
Greenland this was accomplished by major changes 
in the harvest regulation; in Finland the long-tradition 

B. Olsen: Puffins harvested in the Faroes using the“fleygastong”.
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of harvesting drakes in the spring was banned, and 
in Greenland the harvest of several key species was 
reduced to at least half of previous levels by closing 
the hunting season during late winter and spring. For 
the coming period only Russia recommends new 
adjustments to the harvest regulation.

Focus on communication and education was 
recommended both in the previous harvest report 
and in this one (Table 1). The cooperation between 
Canada and Greenland in harvest management of 
northern common eiders, or the ivory gull monitoring 
and research cooperation between Norway, Russia, 
Canada and Greenland are good examples of 
successful international cooperation on shared 
seabird populations. However, it is also clear from 
the country reports that national cooperation between 
state, federal and native representatives are essential 
to establish effective management bodies. In 2000 
Alaska succeeded in establishing the Alaska Migratory 
Bird Co-Management Council, which will deliver 
recommendations for migratory bird subsistence 
harvest regulation. In all aspects of national and 
international cooperation outreach and education 
should be a component of the management strategy. 

General recommendations

Based on country reports and the above summary 
table (Table 1) the CBird group recommends the 
following actions for the circumpolar region:

Increase efforts to define and assess the impact of •	
harvest pressures on shared seabird populations, 
in particular threatened or declining species, and 

implement collaborative harvest management 
strategies/plans for such shared populations. 
To the extent possible, include ecosystem- and 
climate change variables in the assessment.

Identify declining species and populations, for •	
which harvest is a known or suspected vector, 
and call for joint research projects between all or 
several arctic countries (e.g., as done for common 
eider and ivory gull).

Continue to implement or improve seabird harvest •	
surveys on a national level. On a circumpolar level, 
the CBird group should exchange experience 
about survey methods and work towards 
optimizing and harmonizing methods. The CBird 
group should also aim at developing appropriate 
tools to validate harvest statistics.

Increase efforts to implement circumpolar or •	
regional long-term monitoring programs for 
selected species. Use the framework documents 
“Circumpolar Seabird Monitoring Framework” 
and “Circumpolar Seabird Monitoring Plan” (now 
being published) as the foundation and draw upon 
experiences from advanced seabird monitoring 
programs such as the Norwegian SEAPOP 
program and the Finnish Archipelago Bird Census 
scheme.

Through cooperative outreach programs •	
disseminate information on distribution, biology 
and sustainable use principles for shared seabird 
populations.
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 COMMON NAME   SCIENTIFIC NAME  
 Aleutian tern   Sterna aleutica  
 American white pelican   Pelecanus erythrorhynchos  
 Ancient murrelet   Synthliboramphus antiquus  
 Arctic loon   Gavia arctica  
 Arctic tern   Sterna paradisaea  
 Atlantic puffin   Fratercula arctica  
 Barnacle goose   Branta leucopsis  
 Black guillemot   Cepphus grylle  
 Black scoter (common scoter)   Melanitta nigra  
 Black tern   Chlidonias niger  
 Black-footed albatross   Phoebastria nigripes  
 Black-headed gull   Larus ridibundus  
 Black-legged kittiwake   Rissa tridactyla  
 Black-tailed gull   Larus crassirostris  
 Bonaparte’s gull   Larus philadelphia  
 Brandt’s cormorant   Phalacrocorax penicillatus  
 Buller’s shearwater   Puffinus bulleri  
 California gull   Larus californicus  
 Caspian tern   Sterna caspia  
 Cassin’s auklet   Ptychoramphus aleuticus  
 Common eider   Somateria mollissima  
 Common loon (great northern diver)   Gavia immer  
 Common merganser (goosander)  Mergus merganser
 Common murre (common guillemot)   Uria aalge  
 Common tern   Sterna hirundo  
 Crested auklet   Aethia cristatella  
 Double-crested cormorant   Phalacrocorax auritus  
 Dovekie (little auk)   Alle alle  
 Flesh-footed shearwater   Puffinus carneipes  
 Fork-tailed storm-petrel   Oceanodroma furcata  
 Franklin’s gull   Larus pipixcan  
 Glaucous gull   Larus hyperboreus  
 Glaucous-winged gull   Larus glaucescens  
 Great auk  Pinguinus impennis
 Great Black-backed gull   Larus marinus  
 Great cormorant   Phalacrocorax carbo  
 Great skua   Catharacta skua  
 Greater shearwater   Puffinus gravis  
 Greater white-fronted goose   Anser albifrons  
 Heermann’s gull   Larus heermanni  
 Herring gull   Larus argentatus  
 Horned puffin   Fratercula corniculata  
 Iceland gull   Larus glaucoides  
 Ivory gull   Pagophila eburnea  
 King eider   Somateria spectabilis  
 Kittlitz’s murrelet   Brachyramphus brevirostris  
 Laysan albatross   Phoebastria immutabilis  
 Least auklet   Aethia pusilla  
 Leach’s storm-petrel   Oceanodroma leucorhoa  
 Lesser black-backed gull   Larus fuscus  
 Little shearwater   Puffinus assimilis  
 Long-billed murrelet   Brachyramphus perdix  
 Long-tailed jaeger (long-tailed skua)   Stercorarius longicaudus  

APPENDIX A: Scientific names for bird species mentioned in this report (alphabetical order of 
common English names)
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 Magnificent frigate   Fregata magnificens  
 Mallard   Anas platyrhyncos  
 Manx shearwater   Puffinus puffinus  
 Marbled murrelet   Brachyramphus marmoratus  
 Mew gull (common gull)  Larus canus  
 Mottled petrel   Pterodroma inexpectata  
 Northern fulmar   Fulmarus glacialis  
 Northern gannet   Morus bassanus  
 Oldsquaw (long-tailed duck)   Clangula hyemalis  
 Pacific loon   Gavia pacifica  
 Pallas’s cormorant   Phalacrocorax perspicillatus  
 Parakeet auklet   Aethia psittacula  
 Parasitic jaeger (Arctic skua)   Stercorarius parasiticus  
 Pelagic cormorant   Phalacrocorax pelagicus  
 Pigeon guillemot   Cepphus columba  
 Pink-footed goose   Anser brachyrhynchus  
 Pink-footed shearwater   Puffinus creatopus  
 Pomarine jaeger (Pomarine skua)  Stercorarius pomarinus  
 Razorbill   Alca torda  
 Red phalarope   Phalaropus fulicaria  
 Red-breasted merganser   Mergus serrator  
 Red-faced cormorant   Phalacrocorax urile  
 Red-legged kittiwake   Rissa brevirostris  
 Red-necked phalarope   Phalaropus lobatus  
 Red-throated loon (red-throated diver)   Gavia stellata  
 Rhinoceros auklet   Cerorhinca monocerata  
 Ring-billed gull   Larus delawarensis  
 Ross’s gull   Rhodostethia rosea  
 Sabine’s gull   Xema sabini  
 Shag   Phalacrocorax aristotelis  
 Short-tailed albatross   Phoebastria albatrus  
 Short-tailed shearwater   Puffinus tenuirostris  
 Slaty-backed gull   Larus schistisagus  
 Sooty shearwater   Puffinus griseus  
 Sooty tern   Sterna fuscata  
 South polar skua   Catharacta maccormicki  
 Storm petrel  Hydrobates pelagicus
 Thayer’s gull   Larus thayeri  
 Thick-billed murre (Brünnich’s guillemot)   Uria lomvia  
 Tufted puffin   Fratercula cirrhata  
 Vega gull  Larus heuglini vegae
 Western gull   Larus occidentalis  
 Whiskered auklet   Aethia pygmaea  
 White-winged scoter (velvet scoter)   Melanitta fusca  
 White-winged tern   Chlidonias leucopterus  
 Yellow-billed loon (yellow-billed diver)  Gavia adamsii  


